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the assistant chief of the Fair Employment
Practices Division for the State.

In 1964, Clarke was appointed by President
Lyndon B. Johnson, as the first woman to
serve on the U.S. Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity Commission (EEOC), and in 1966, she
left the commission to form her own consulting
firm, Hernandez and Associates. Her firm
worked to end racism, sexism and all forms of
discrimination, and to establish standards for
equity in government and corporations.

In 1970 she was appointed the second
President of the National Organization for
Women (NOW) where she was instrumental in
organizing the national Women’s Strike for
Equality on August 26, 1970.

In 1973, Ms. Clarke took initiative and
founded Black Women Organized for Action in
San Francisco. In addition, Ms. Clarke was the
Co-Chair and Founder with Marilyn Fowler, of
the California Women’s Agenda, a network
and action alliance of over 600 organizations
in California, and was chairwoman of the com-
mittee that led to the founding of the National
Women’s Political Caucus that worked to in-
crease political power for women.

Aileen Clarke Hernandez was a leader and
fought against discrimination for more than
seven decades. She took it as her mission to
ensure a voice for women of color in the wom-
en’s movement and civil rights movement, and
worked on behalf of all people seeking social
justice. Her monumental efforts have guided
our nation on the right trajectory toward a
more just society.

On a personal note, | met Aileen in 1972
during Shirley Chisholm’s groundbreaking
presidential campaign. She became a mentor
and helped shape my political views and guid-
ed my growing political involvement. | was
constantly amazed at how she could build
bridges between activists in the feminist move-
ment, people of color, and the civil rights
movement, in order to work together for posi-
tive change. | was proud to call Aileen my
friend; | know that her legacy will live on, and
her spirit will continue to guide us through the
many challenges that we continue to face.

Today, California’s 13th Congressional Dis-
trict honors Aileen Hernandez’s memory and
her lifetime of service working on behalf of so-
cial justice and equality. We join her loved
ones in celebrating her incredible life with a
promise to honor her tremendous legacy.

———
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Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, today, | would
like to honor United States Marine Corps
Major Reid B. Nannen, who passed away
Sunday, March 1, 2014, while training at
TOPGUN NAS in Fallon, Nevada.

Reid attended Olympia High School where
he was a two-year captain of the swim team,
a section leader for the drum line, and an llli-
nois State Scholar. Reid then attended the
University of lllinois where he participated in
the Marching lllini Drum Line, and also served
as commander of the NROTC Drill Team his
senior year. After graduating, Reid married the
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love of his life, Sarah M. Simpson, on August
6, 2005, in Peoria, lllinois.

Reid was commissioned as a 2nd Lieuten-
ant in May 2004. After completing The Basic
School, Reid attended Naval Aviation Training
and received his Wings of Gold in February
2007. He deployed to Afghanistan in support
of Operation Enduring Freedom from May to
December of 2010. Reid attended Tactical Air
Control Party training in 2011 and proceeded
to Camp Pendleton, California, for duty as a
forward air controller. Reid deployed for the
second time to Afghanistan from October of
2011 to May of 2012. Reid’s valor and leader-
ship led him to serve as a decorated hero re-
ceiving the Afghanistan Campaign Medal,
Navy Unit Commendation, Navy Achievement
Medal, and the Navy Commendation Medal
and Air Medal.

In honor of Reid’s sacrifice, it is my privilege
to commemorate his service through the des-
ignation of the Major Reid B. Nannen Highway
in Hopedale, lllinois. My prayers and thoughts
go out to his wife, Sarah, and their four chil-
dren, who have lost a loving husband and fa-
ther. Our Nation is blessed to have service-
men like Captain Reid who have selflessly
given their life in defense of our country and
our freedom.

—————
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Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the rich history of St Paul’'s
Episcopal Cathedral, a long standing commu-
nity pillar that is celebrating its 200th anniver-
sary this year.

The Episcopal Cathedral was incorporated
on February 10, 1817 in the city of Buffalo.
This building was Buffalo’s first permanent
house of worship and was consecrated on
February 25, 1821.

A major milestone in the Church’s history
was the consecration of a new edifice. This
building was designed by renowned architect
Richard Upjohn and began a second period of
growth for the Church.

St Paul's Cathedral flourished in the city
until May 22, 1888 when it was tragically de-
stroyed by a fire. Through perseverance and a
strong commitment to the community, the re-
stored St Paul's Cathedral was inaugurated
just two years later.

The Church committed to remaining in the
downtown community of Buffalo. Even with the
hardships of the twentieth century around the
country and in Buffalo, St Paul's Cathedral
took advantage of every opportunity to grow
and serve the community.

St Paul’'s Cathedral is where The Most Rev.
Michael Bruce Curry, Presiding Bishop and
Primate of The Episcopal Church, attended
while he was going through Buffalo Public
Schools.

Through different projects throughout the
city of Buffalo, the people of St Paul's Cathe-
dral have shown their commitment to social
service and preserving their history.

Mr. Speaker, | honor a long standing institu-
tion in the city of Buffalo. | am proud to cele-
brate St Paul's Episcopal Cathedral’'s bicen-
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tennial and | wish the Church good fortune for
many years to come.

———
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Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, early last
month, the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) abruptly pulled animal welfare viola-
tion documents from its website. This data-
base contained thousands of inspection re-
ports and other information about violations of
the Animal Welfare Act and the Horse Protec-
tion Act made by research laboratories, zoos,
dog breeding operations, and other facilities.
While the agency has begun to repost some
of these documents, it has so far only restored
a small fraction of the information that was
taken down. In the meantime, consumers and
animal welfare advocates lack the trans-
parency needed to make informed decisions
and hold violators accountable.

For the life of me, | can’t understand why
USDA would hide this vital information. Ensur-
ing transparency under these laws is a no-
brainer. Luckily, many of my colleagues feel
the same. Today, | am pleased to introduce,
with 34 of my colleagues, the Animal Welfare
Accountability and Transparency Act. This bill
would require USDA to repost this information
on its website and would increase account-
ability for those who treat animals inhumanely.

Providing consumers with information about
where their pets come from and how animals
are treated is the least we can do to discour-
age people from violating the law. It is critical
that we ensure the standards set forth by Ani-
mal Welfare Act and the Horse Protection Act
are upheld. This is why the Animal Welfare
Accountability and Transparency Act would
create an additional incentive to abide by
these laws.

The bill would take away certain tax benefits
for businesses that are found to be in violation
of those laws. Under current tax rules, the
costs of breeding and working animals are
treated the same as machinery and equip-
ment, and businesses may deduct these costs
from their taxes over a specified period. The
bill would prohibit businesses found to have
violated the Animal Welfare Act or the Horse
Protection Act from claiming these accelerated
depreciation bonuses for tax purposes.

| am also happy to have worked with my
colleague from Oregon, Senator RON WYDEN,
who introduced a Senate version of this legis-
lation late last week. This bill is a small step
that this Congress can take quickly to show
that we respond to animal abuse and that the
federal government should be transparent with
consumers. | call on my colleagues to support
this bill so that we can send a strong message
to animal abusers across this country that
their horrendous actions will not be kept in the
shadows.
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